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DearMr Baughman 

The Department of Energy, Rocky Flats Office (DOEEFO), hereby provides upddted 
information on the status of Rocky Flats Plant (RFP) Unit 15B, f i x e d  Waste Storage 
.&rea, 904 Pzd This updated iofom2t10~ c ! ~ ~ f i c s  FJ? comp!imse w t b  thc ~o~+- r !~c_ t  
storage asle space requlrements of 6 CCR 1007-3, $265 35 (required asle space) The 
DOE believes the current Unit 15B mwall staclung arrangement sahsfies the 
requlrements of 6 CCR 1007-3, $265 35 and that the tnwalls are managed in a manner 
protechve of human health and the envlronment Unit 15B currently has intenm status 
for contamer storage of up to 10,700 cubic yards of low level mxed waste (LLMW) The 
DOE eshmates 5,468 cubic yards of the unit capacity exists as the backlog 
pondcrete/saltcrete currently in 7,77 1 plasbc wrapped, fiberboard “ r n ~ a l l ’ ~  stacks stored 
within large tents on the 904 Pad Long-term storage of this pondcrete/saltcrete has been 
a mutual concern and the source of discussion with members of your staff and was 
referenced in a DOE/RFO waste pile request for change to intenm status dated May 17, 
1993 Subrmttal of updated storage informabon was specifically discussed with your 
staff at a 904 Pad compliance meehng on August 24, 1993 This letter addresses long- 
term storage concerns and fachtates long-term storage of pondcrete/sdtcrete tnwalls 
untd eventual reprocessing and removal from RFP 

The pondcrete/saltcrete tnwalls were created d u n g  the 1980’s as a part of treatment of 
salts and pond sludge for d~sposal at the DOE’S Nevada Test Site (NTS) The NTS’s 
med waste dIsposal operahons are shut down, however, the durauon of this shutdown 
has surpassed ongmal expectabons and the date which NTS can dspose w e d  waste 
remans unknown The mwalls have since been stored in anticipauon of reprocessing and 
dIsposal A descnphon of pondcrete/saltcrete waste management methods at W P  was 
onmallv descnbed in a DOE/RFO letter dated January 29, 1987, which desmbed 

I .  
I ponydcretk and saltcrete tnwalls stacked outdoors in groups of 72 under tarps on the 

asphalt 750 Pad Within each tarp, the tnwalls were to be stacked 4 tnwalls wide by 3 
high by 6 deep on wooden pallets 

Reviewed for Addressee 
Corres Control RFP The current Unit 15B fachhes were established in 1990 with the construchon of the four 

metal-framed storage tents Storage tents were also constructed at Unit 25 (Mixed Waste 1 e Storage Area 750 Pad) These tents were constructed to prowde weather protechon for 
pondcrete/saltcrete storage The hazardous waste management achvitres at that tune 
mcluded repackagmg exlshng pondcrete for-offsite shipment to Nevada Tlus 
repackagmg included removlng free liquids from &he pondcrete/saltcrete Since May 8, 
1990, no pondcrete/saltcrete has been shipped off site Within the first four or five 
months of 1391, all existing pcildcrctc/sdzxc:e a s  repackaged ZI pIas2c z d  p l s c d  CY? 
5-inch high wooden pallets Pondcrete/saltcrete with insufficient structural integrity was 
placed in metal contamers These metal contamers are now stored outdoors around the 
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penmeter of the 904 Pad and on the north side of the 750 Pad Dunng the spnng of 
1992, the pondcrete/saltcrete stored on the 750 Pad was moved to the 904 Pad to create 
storage space for pondcrete expected to be generated by future pondcrete processing 
operahons Pondcrete/saItcrete wth detenorated packagmg was repackaged dunng this 
move The blocks were sorted and stacked by relahve structural integnty A drawng 
representmg the current stachng arrangement is enclosed 

The design and operatmg practlces which now provide waste contamment and safe 
storage rnclude the asphalt 904 Pad, the bermed metal-framed fabnc tents, the layers of 
plastlc wrappmg around the tnwalls, the pallets which elevate the mwalls off the asphalt 
pad as well as weekly R C U  mspections of all storage faCiliheS Each tent has a man 
asle  of at least 10 feet in width for fork truck access Each tent also has 4 to 6 smaller 
asles of approxmately 4 feet in width for personnel egress Fork truck access, personnel 
egress routes as well as access for spill control and decontarmnation equipment have 
proven to be adequate dunng the past 2 years of pondcrete/saltcrete operations Based on 
this established history, DOE believes the current Unit 15B tnwall stackmg arrangement 
satlsfies the requlrements of 6 CCR 1007-3, $265 35 and that the tnwalls are managed in 
a manfiei protectwe of hhiiian health hid the envccnmer,: 

We believe this letter resolves a mutual compliance concern We look forward to yo,ur 
review and comment as soon as possible Addmonal detals on the enclosed information 
can be provided on request If you have any quesDons, please contact Steve Howard at 
966-3040 or John Rampe at 966-6246 

Enclosure 

cc w/Enclosure 
F Dowsett,CDH 
J Wienand,RFO 
D Mauer, EGO 
S Howard,RFO 
D Waltz,CDH 
L Weers, CDH 
T. Burns, EPA 
D Maxwell, EPA - - 
T G Hedhal, EG&G, RFO-- 
S R Keith,EG&G,RFO 
F G McKenna,EG&G,RFO 
A L Schubert,EG&G,RFO 

for Operauons and Waste Management 
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TYPICAL UNIT 158 WASTE CONFIGURATION 


